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• Introduction to the assessment and changes for first assessment in 
2023

• Look at performance of the papers in summer 2022 examinations.

• Review of Assessment Objectives of the specification.

• Overview of the responses of selected questions from GCSE 
examination.

• See what further support and resources are available.

Aims and Objectives
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Feedback on candidate’s performance on short answer questions 
across paper 1 and paper 2.

Feedback on candidate’s performance on longer answer questions 
across paper 1 and paper 2.

Summary (including common issues), questions and further 
support

Agenda
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It is important to note that there are no changes to the content.

The following changes are for first assessment in 2023:

• 3 sections per paper: A, B and C splitting topics up
• Reduction of 10 marks per paper – 1 AO1 mark and 1x9 marker
• Reduced examined time for Paper 1only
• Evaluate as only command word for 9 extended questions

Component 1 and 2 changes for 2023 onwards
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Component 1 and 2 changes for 2023 onwards

Component 1 Component 2

✓ Section A: Anatomy & Physiology and

✓ Movement analysis

✓ Section B: Physical Training

✓ Section C: One extended response on Physical 

Training topic only

✓ 80 marks - 1 hour 30 mins 36%

✓ Section A: Health, Fitness and Wellbeing

✓ Section B: Sports Psychology and sociocultural 

influences

✓ Section C: One extended response from Sport 

Psychology or Socio- Cultural differences

✓ 60 marks - 1 hour 15 mins 24%
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Variation of questions throughout both paper 1 
and paper 2
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Variation of questions throughout both paper 1 and 
paper 2 cont…



Grade boundaries and cumulative 
percentages for the summer 2022 

papers 1 and 2. 
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Overall grade boundaries for GCSE

Grade boundaries for paper 1 and paper 2

Cumulative number of candidates at specified grades and percentages

Grade boundaries 



Feedback and variation of 
candidates’ performance on MCQs 
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Rank order of accessibility of common questions comparable 
between Component 1 and Component 2

Component 1 – 1a/1e,1c, 1b, 1d, 1g, 1h, 1f           Component 2 – 1d/1f, 1e, 1a, 1b 1c

Variation of candidates’ performance on MCQs



Feedback and variation of 
candidates’ performance on short 

answer questions from paper 1 and 
paper 2
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Paper 1 Q2c

Student response – candidate who did well

Response awarded 1/1 marks 
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Paper 1 Q2c

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 0/1 marks 
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Paper 1 Q4b

Student response – candidate who did well

Response awarded 2/2 marks 
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Paper 1 Q4b

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 0/2 marks 
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Paper 2 Q2b

Student response – candidate who did well

Response awarded 2/2 marks 
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Paper 2 Q2b

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 1/2 marks 



19© Pearson Education 2022

Paper 2 Q4b

Student response – candidate who did well

Response awarded 2/2 marks 
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Paper 2 Q4b

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 1/2 marks 
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Paper 2 Q5

Student response – candidate who did well

Response awarded 2/2 marks 
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Paper 2 Q5

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 1/2 marks 
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• Questions were read carefully, command words, key words or 
terms were underlined

• Responses provided in the question were not repeated

• The question context was used to arrive at the correct answer

• Sporting examples were used when needed.

Why candidates did well –summary



Feedback and variation of 
candidates’ performance on longer 
answer questions from paper 1 and 

paper 2
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• Longer, 3 or 4 mark questions still use a points based mark 
scheme

• Typical command words used are describe and explain

• Responses need to be linked

• Responses need to demonstrate development

Longer questions and command words
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Paper 1 Q2d

Student response – candidate who did well

Response awarded 3/3 marks 
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Paper 1 Q2d

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 2/3 marks 
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Paper 1 Q3c

Student response – candidate who did well

Response awarded 4/4 marks 
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Paper 1 Q3c

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 0/4 marks 
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Paper 2 Q6b

Delegate marking
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Paper 2 Q6b

Response analysis

Response awarded 3/3 marks 
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Paper 2 Q6b

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 2/3 marks 
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What candidates did well:
• Knowledge was recalled and applied correctly
• Ideas expressed clearly with appropriate examples
• Higher order thinking skills demonstrated clearly by developing 

ideas following through points in depth

What candidates didn’t do well:
• Candidates did not use the correct question context
• Candidates found it difficult to develop their responses
• Many lacked application or the required analysis and evaluation
• Lack of performance link when appropriate.

Longer answer questions summary



Feedback and variation of 
candidates’ performance on 

extended answer questions from 
paper 1 and paper 2
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• Levels based mark scheme
• Requires same skills as long answer questions
• Need to demonstrate development of response
• 3 marks available for each of the AO objectives –

o A01 – recall of knowledge
o A02 – application of knowledge
o A03 – evaluation

The extended answer questions
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Q11. Evaluate the importance of the three short term effects listed in table 7 on 
Christina’s handball performance.           (9)
Q12. Evaluate the importance of these three training methods in improving Mason’s 
fitness to make him a better sprinter. (9)

The extended answer questions – paper 1

Q11 Q12
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Delegate marking
Paper 1 Q 12
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Delegate marking continued
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Response analysis

A01

A02

A03
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Response analysis

Response awarded 9/9 marks 
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Paper 1 Q12

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 1/9 marks 
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Q15. Evaluate the three other personal factors which can negatively impact on an 
adults participation in sport (9)
Q16. Evaluate the importance of protein, carbohydrates and vitamins for elite power 
athletes such as Demitri.. (9)

Q15                               Q16

The extended answer questions – paper 2
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Delegate marking
Paper 2 Q15
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Response analysis – Q15

Response awarded 7/9 marks 
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Paper 2 Q15

Student response – candidate who didn’t do so well

Response awarded 2/9 marks 
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• Bullet points used

• Lack of planning before beginning response

• Lack of application of knowledge to the question

• Lack of analysis and evaluation of the topic

• Lack of developed responses

Common issues on extended answer questions
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• Plyometric training involves jumping (AO1) which Mason would 
use to develop his power (AO2) this is essential if Mason is to 
push away from the blocks quickly as the greater force he 
exerts, the faster he will accelerate out of the blocks (AO3).

A good approach to extended answer questions
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• Pearson PE website- https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/physical-education-2016.html

• Pearson Exam Wizard-
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html

Useful links

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
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